Update: Friday, May 2, 2008

Family Support

1

3 year old Aidan Cook stopped by MOTS headquarters to see what kind of support
was available for him as his Mom prepares to leave this weekend for her second
deployment. This time she will be headed to Irag. Aidan was pleased with his patriotic
balloon, a book to share with his Mom about separation, info for his Grandma who will be
taking care of him during his Mother6 s depl oyment , info fo
of a just ordered, kids size MOTS T-shirt. He also seemed interested in the upcoming
childrends Sol di eSend it malecitk Piz4a actyk (SedvNext €age).
Accompanying Aidan is his Mom, Spc. Amy Cook and Grandma, Sally Cook.

Word is out about Licensed Message
offer of a free half hour relaxing Soldier Massage for our Soldiers and their Families.
Amy and Sally planned a fun Mother /Daughter time tomorrow before Amy deploys.



Mark Your Calendars

Monday, May 19" at 5:30 all sons, daughters, brothers and sisters
of deployed Soldiers are invited to our first Soldier Snack Pack Make-it,
Send-it, Take-it, Pizza Party. It will be held at the American Legion Kirby
Stewart Post 24 located at 2000 75™ St W, Bradenton. Wear your MOTS t-
shirt, if you have one, or get one that night. Parents please stay and have
pizza with us while the children of all ages do some packing. For more info
contact Debi Miele. Email: mieled@manateeschools.net

Wives, Girlfriends, FiancéeSupport Group Today

The group will be meeting this Friday (today) at Erica Harden's house. For
more information please give her a call at: 779-8763.

-——————— ————

Education and Information

Way to go Manatee Marine Moms. Great job representing our Soldiers in the
parade. For pictures and other Soldier news check out Tiffany's Blog at:
http://manateesmilitarymoms.blogspot.com/

T- Shirts
Moretshi rts are in stock. And we
is great seeing these being worn all over Manatee County. Thank you for showing
your MOTS support. If you are interested in getting a T-shirt send an email to
comkowyj@fc.manatee.k12.fl.us

MOTS T-Shirts

| They are $10 for supporters and I
| A f O aoe Soldiers and Families. |
Please send in your Soldier'sT- |
shirt size so we can mail them out in I
the May Soldier Snack Packs.

MANATEE . OPEKATION TROOP SUPPORT

TROOPS

IF YOU CAN'T STEND BEHIND OUR

PLEASE FEEL FREE T0 STAND

MASATEE S OPERATION TROOP SUPPORT
W2 know Y71t are there. And we CARE!"
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GIANT UNDERTAKING

The next 30 days will be exceptionally busy here at MOTS. We will be
packaging the Snack Packs for our Soldiers for the months of May, June and July.
Along with this huge project, we will be tackling several new projects such as
building a better support system for the children and siblings of our Soldiers,
increasing our assistance for our returning Soldiers, plus organizing and training our
growing number of volunteers who have stepped up to lend a much needed helping
hand.

What are we talking about? We are talking about 225 Soldier Snack Packs,
which include 900 magazines, 700 copies of the funnies section, 700 small trinkets,
100 phone cards, 55 t-shirts, 1000 letters which amounts to over $6,500.00 and all the
respect, support and gratitude we can fit in a box and mail halfway around the world!
So, if you have been waiting for the "right” time to help our Soldiers and their
families, now is the time. If you would like to donate $$$, please make the check
payable to King Middle School with "Soldiers” on the memo line.

A special THANK YOQOU to the Honor Guard of the American Legion Kirby
Stewart Post 24 and a local Boy Scout Group for the phone cards ... Priceless!!!

The t-shirts are here, but we are still in need of Soldier sizes. We are also
running low on magazines on Fishing, Men's and Women's health, Guitar, Hunting,
Men's Fitness, National Geographic, Back Packer, and other similar titles. Also, we
need any Funnies section from the Herald with the word games. Most importantly, we
need letters to our Soldiers ... see the list below.

May's box will highlight a MOTS t-shirt, June will have the phone cards, and
July will showcase any items donated by members of our community along with a
letter.

Remember, you don't have to do it all, if we each send a few items, it will
happen. Just drop them off at the front office of King Middle School on 75th Street
NW, Bradenton between 8am and 4pm on any school day.

Finally, the best has been saved for last. We have enrolled 10new Soldiersl
in the past 10 days.We welcome these Soldiers and their Families. Help make sure «
we can continue to give them the very best.

Support Opportunity

Due to popular demand, there is a need for more fishermen to share their boats, time,
and skills. Soldiers home on R&R or after their tour are trying to connect with their
children, nature, themselves, or a big redfish, and are looking to get out on the
water. MOTS is willing to help with operation costs. Contact Captain Mark Claire

I for more information 518-9649.

__ll
_ -



Bel ow i s a

opublic

listé of the

To these men and women we offer a most heart felt THANK YOU!

Manat ee

If you know of a Soldier with ties to Manatee County that is not on the list please let us know.

MANATEE COUNTY SOLDIERS IN IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, OR KUWAIT

SPC ALBERT B.
SGT JOSHUA B.
SPC DAVID B.

PFC ANDREW B.
SOLDIER JAMES B.
SOLDIER CURTIS B.
SPC DIANE C.

SGT VASHAWN C.
LCPL DANIEL C.
PFC MARCUS D.
1LT BRYAN D.

LT JERETTAD.
SPC JOSHUAE.
LTC ROBERT E.
ENC ROBIN F.
CPLJAMES F.

PVT TIMOTHY G.
PFC ERIK
SOLDIER JOHN H.
CW3 MIKE H
SOLDIER JAMES H.
SPC THOMAS H.
MAJTIM H.

LT COL JOHN H.
SPC JULIAN Z.

SOLDIER ROLAND P.

SN JOSHUA L.
CPT BRETT L.
SGT LUIS L.
SSGRICO M
SKSN MICH M.
SPC DAVID M.
CPT TRISTA M.
LT COL JOHN O.
PFC CORY P.
LCPL JOHN R.
PFC PAUL R.
PFC MATT S.
PFC MATHEW S.
LCPL DANIELS.
SGT ALICIAS.
PVT JACE S.

SPC JEFFREY S.
PFC ADAM T.
SPC WESLEY T.
CPT STEVET.
PVT ERIK W.
SGT AMY C.

Cou



I Contacts

| Soldier Snack Packs:Jody and Blake Hadley (You may remember they helped put
| together the award winning April DeSoto Festival Snack Pack.) Email:
I jodyahadley@hotmail.com Cell: 730-0848

l
l
|
l
l
I "Adopting" of a Soldier, Mail Call, Stamps for Soldiers, Magazines for Soldiers, I
l
|
l
l

I Snacks For Soldiers: Cathy Wilson Email: wilsonlc@manateeschools.net

l May 19th soldier Snack Pack: Makeit, Send-it, Take-it Pizza Party: Debi Miele
| Email: mieled@manateeschools.net

I New Manatee Solters and Families Recruitment;Corporate Sponsorships;
I Comment Cards; Lisa Bapst Email: swtlisab@verizon.net Phone: 465-1412 I

h——————————————————————

[ Help Wanted

" Someone to organize baby sittingWe have welcomed 6 new Soldiers and Families
to Manatees Operation Troop Support in the past 6 days. Baby sitting is one of
the areas they need our support in. When we honor a Soldier's Family, we honor
the Soldier.

Moving: One of our Soldiers, who just last year stood in the middle of Baghdad, has
signed on for another 4 years. He is now able to move off his base into an
apartment and has 2 rooms of furniture at his parent's home here in Bradenton that
he wants to move to Virginia. ANY help of any kind, from a discount at U-
HAUL to a trailer or truck headed north is welcome.

Support Coordinators: We are always looking for more Support Coordinators to
make sure our Soldiers and their Families get the support they need and deserve.
You would work with 1 or 2 Soldiers, their Family, "adopting” groups and
individuals, and MOTS director. You would have as much direction as want.
Resources are in place and more are being added.

Donation Solicitor, Local: Person needed to contact businesses in Manatee County
to give them the opportunity to provide support for our Soldiers and their
Families. Job primarily involves asking for donations of items or services from
their particular business.

Guidance Counselor/ Therapist: Person with guidance counselor/ therapist
background to work with getting our Soldier's sons, daughters, brothers and
sisters connected to each other in a supportive way.

| Event and Activity Coordinator : Person needed to organize and run activities and
: events for Soldier's children and siblings.

L | | _— u _— | | — u _— u | | | _— u
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THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WILL HOST A

GROUNDBREAKING DEDICATION CEREMONY
FOR THE

SARASOTA
VA NATIONAL CEMETERY

9810 State Road 72
Sarasota, Florida34241

Sunday, June 1, 2008

Programi 2:00 p.m.
Preludei 1:30 p.m.

For information call (941) 861-9840



